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Rugby Australia Director of Team Performance, Matt Carroll, says the Brumbies will be the team
the opposition will fear in the Super Rugby competition this season. The new hire will leave the

Australian Rugby Union after three years in his role of head coach and director of team
performance at the Brumbies where he led the team to their first Super Rugby title since the
1987 season. Speaking to reporters on Thursday morning, Carroll said the Brumbies faced an
uncertain start to this year's season given the retirements of key leaders including Wallaby

captain Stephen Moore, Kiwi winger Ben Alexander and Englishman Tom Shanklin. “When you’re
coming in at the start of the year, the first couple of weeks are very important to know what

you’ve got,” Carroll said. “I’m very mindful of the fact that we were good enough last year and
almost pulled it off. I’m pretty excited about what we’re doing here to start the season. “We
know that we’ve got to work to be pretty damn good. That’s what we’re doing. We’ve got a

challenging pre-season. We’re going to do the best that we can and hopefully improve as the
season goes on.” Two of the Brumbies' biggest threats in the 2015 Super Rugby competition –
Australian winger David Pocock and Kiwi centre Liam Coltman – are both away on Spring Tour

and will be unavailable for the start of the season. Carroll expects Pocock, who plays as a winger
but loves to line up at centre, to return when the Brumbies start their campaign in mid-February
with the NSW Waratahs. “I’d like to think that we’ll have him back for the first game of the year,”
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